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SUPERHEROES ANONYMOUS
CHARACTERS
BRUCE
PROFESSOR XXX
STEVE
DONNA

TIME
The present.

PLACE
A community center in M etroplais.



SUPERHEROES ANONYMOUS

M usic: Superman (It’s not easy) by Five for
Fighting. Aslights come up and music fades,
from stagerignt to left are an empty folding
chair, David (standing), Prof. XXX (in whesel
chair) and Stevein (in folding chair) in a semi-
circle. Propped up against the back of Seve's
chair, isapatrioticaly painted trash can lid.

DAVID
WEeél, Professor, | don’t know if I'd call it discrimination.

PROFESSOR
Then what would you cal it?

DAVID
| mean they even had asign out front that said we're going green.

STEVE
Did you get thejob or not?

DAVID
Yes, but...

PROFESSOR
Go on. Wérehereto help.

DAVID

W, it happened again. On Friday. | got ajob working security—not very gamorous, |
know, but... | had to nearly begfor that job. | lied on my resume, of course. The bank
manager said that they had a hiringfreeze on account of the sad state of the economy, but
my predecessor died of old age so he took pity on me...

PROFESSOR
Good. Goon.

DAVID
So it was last Friday—payday. | was helpingto put the money in the vault and these
quys came in—all of themin clown masks. | thought, “ Oh, no! A bunch of idiots who
saw that movie!” They whip out some automatic weapons and tell everyoneto get
down. One of ‘em hits mein the face with the butt of his gun and--and--then...

Hegits histeeth, startsto rumbleinside, looks
asif he'sabout to have a seizure and then flexes
his muscles and growls.



You know. But that uniform was just too tight. They said they’d get me a bigger one but
| had to wait acoupleweeks. And |—you know.

Helooks down at his crotch.
| was so embarrassed. My stuff just dangingin thewind likethat. | ran off and they
escaped with the loot.

PROFESSOR
Why didn’'t you cal your sponsor?

DAVID
Who?Wally? Areyou kidding? He never has timefor me. He's dway s speedin’,
speedin’, speedin’ al over.

Ashesays this, his head darts from placeto
place as if he werefollowing“Wally” moving at
incredible speed.

And frankly, I think he’s hooked on amphetamines.

PROFESSOR
I"ll make anote of that.

STEVE
| told you last month to go and see my tailor!

DAVID
You've got to bejoking. Spandex?

STEVE
What? It fees nice next to your skin.

DAVID
| don’t want to look like some kind of pansy!

STEVE
(Stands to confront him.)
Hey, you better watch it there, son.

DAVID
Who you caling, “son”?

Mel TheCaptan! That'swho!



DAVID
What you goingto do about it? Hit mewith your trash can lid?

STEVE
I'll do more than that!

They are both ready to fight, toeto toe,
agyessively facing each other from across the
semi-circle. David starts to rumble and quake as
if heis about to change form.

DAVID
Don't makemeangy! Youwouldn't likemewhen I’'m angry!

The Professor puts her fingersto her temples
and a sings a high note with heavy vibrato.
David and Steve grab their heads in throbbing
anguish.

DAVID
M ust—control—rage...

STEVE
Truth—Justice—T he American—Way ...

They slump back down to ther seats as Donna
entersin along over coat. Sheremovesit to
reveal her sexy superhero outfit, however, she
no longer has the grlish figure appropriate for it.

DONNA
(depressed and downtrodden)
Hey quys, sorry I'mlate. |1 missed the bus. What’s going on?

PROFESSOR
(SHOUTY
| WANNA SEE YOUR INCREDIBLE, BIG, HULKING, GREEN SCHLONG!

They all look at her.

STEVE
Excuse me ma am, but would y ou mind the potty mouth?

PROFESSOR
Did | say that out loud?

They all nod thar heads.
Sorry!



They dl sit.
DONNA
You know shecan't help it, Seve.
DAVID
You took the bus, Donna?
DONNA

Yeah? What’swrongwith that? (beat) Just tryingto belike everyoneelse, that’s all.

STEVE
Did you lock your keysin theinvisible car again?

She shamefully nods her head.

PROFESSOR
David—or isit Bruce this week?

DAVID
David. Bruce. Incredible. Whatever...

PROFESSOR
WEll, our incredible friend here was just telling us about his episode a the bank.

DONNA
Did you exposeyour... again?

Hulk reluctantly nods and buries his head in

shame.
STEVE
Haveyou thought about getting asidekick?
DAVID
A sidekick?
STEVE

You know, ayoungboy that you can train. Someone who looks up to you and canfill in
when you'rein trouble. Someone who can be your best buddy, your intimate
friend—who knows all your secrets. Someone to workout with—who will gveyou arub
down—an oil massage—or

PROFESSOR
(Shouts)
WHO WANTSTO SCREW A BALD CHICK?

They all look at the Professor again.
Out loud?



They all nod.
I’m so sorry ...um, did you have anything else to add, David?

DAVID
Will, | caled Stan—thought may be he could help—for old time's seke. Hewas the one
who had the movie ideas, you know. | was supposed to get aroydty! But after both the
films flopped, hejust didn’t know what to do. | told him | wanted to retire—but I've
never planned for retirement—I don’'t have aretirement account—I don’'t even have a
socid security number! | don’'t have any children to support me. The accident made
me...you know.

Helooks at his crotch again.

PROFESSOR
(shouts)
GIVETHEMAN SOME VIAGRA!

They all look at her.
Sorry ...

STEVE
Did you think about taking Stan to court? After all, he's been making money off us for
years!

DAVID
Oh, yeah. | can seeit now. They ask meto provewho | am, | reved my identity—they
al laughe—I loseit and wreck the whole joint!

DONNA
Probably not agood idea

David shrugs and sits down.

PROFESSOR
Okay, Donna. Would you like to share today ?

Donnasighs. Puts out her cigarette, and
reluctantly stands up.

DONNA
Okay. My nameis Donna....

PROFESSOR
Go on.

DONNA

...and I’'m a superhero.



ALL
Welcome, Donna.

DONNA
| was my birthday on Thursday .

PROFESSOR
Congratulations!

DAVID
Why didn't you tell us?

STEVE

| don’t think she needs any more birthday cake.

PROFESSOR
You be quiet!

DONNA
I”’m sixty -ninel

Professor XXX wants to blurt out something,
catches hersdf, strugdes and covers her mouth
with her hand.

I’m sixty -nineyears young and, well, | had kind of aredlization this week.

PROFESSOR
Good. Tdl usall about it.

DONNA
As| sat aonewith my cake, reading my two birthday cards from M om and--
(rolls her eyes)
bigsister, Diana, that make-over show cameon TV. You know the one where they gve
you anew wardrobe after they perform plastic surgery on those dog-faced people?

STEVE
| think they call them “ aesthetically challenged”.

DONNA
Yeah, whatever. And | thought. Thisjust isn't fair. It’s al themedia's fault! | thought
gettingacouple of “us’ on theinsde—you know, Peter and Jor-el--would change things.
Why do | have to be Wonder GIRL? | mean, the press gave methat name. Didn't they
ever think that | would grow up?

PROFESSOR
Good. Thisisvery good, Donna. Keep going.



DONNA
S0 | get the phone book and call up one of those plastic surgeons. He says, “Tdl me
what you don't like about yourself.” And | describe to him how my once pert and perky
boobs used to bounce as | chased after bad guys. | never had cellulite. My hair was
lustrous and | didn’t have crows feet either. Sometimes my bombshell body was
distracting enough to foil acrime. | never used to use Oil of Olay and my skin was as
tight as—as avirgn's—

PROFESSOR
| think we get theidea

STEVE
Did you ever think of Weight Watchers? Or maybe going to the gy m?

PROFESSOR
Steve, be quiet please and wait your turn. Sorry, Donna

DONNA
So | tel thedoctor that | don't redlly feel very wonder-ful at al. | don’t have a sidekick or
even anemesis. | don't even really have any super powers: al | have are these stupid
bracelets and an invisible car--and | can never remember where | parked it!

STEVE
Typical.

PROFESSOR
Shh!

DONNA

I’veadways lived in my bigsister’s shadow. And how could | ever messure up to her?
Peoplewere away s comparing us, and sometimes they even used to mistake me for her.
We're not even redly sisters for Christ sake: I'm adopted!

PROFESSOR
Good. Good. Thisis excdlent.

DONNA
S0 he says hethinks | am still an attractive woman...for my age. FORMY AGE?? I'm
old enough to be his gjandmal And they call me Wonder GIRL! | am
woman—Goddamnit! Hear me roar!

PROFESSOR
Good. Get it out. Let it go. Let the healing begn.



DONNA
So | say, let’s gat down to brass tacks, doc! Boob job! Facelift! Liposuction! Botox!
Collagen! Teeth whitening! Brazilian butt lift! How much for the works? And he writes
it down on a piece of paper and slides it across the desk. Wdll, let’ sjust say therewas no
superhero discount, that’s for damn sure. | mean, who does he think | am? Bruce
freakin’” Wayne! | don’t live in a mansion sipping champagne and egting caviar al day. |
oet food stamps and livein atrailer park! You see, nobody pays usto be superheroes!
Nobody! Nowadays, superheroes have to have day jobs just like everybody else. Back
inthe Golden Age, we had plenty of work and money was never an issue, but now...

PROFESSOR
So what did you do next?

DONNA
Wéll, | redlized that evenif | had the money and | was back to looking “ grly” again,
things wouldn’t really change. So | decided | was goingto try and form asuperhero union
where we could have collective bargaining rights and we...we...we could go on strike!

STEVE
Wetried that before.

DAVID
Y egh.

DONNA
You did?

STEVE
The Liberty Lesgue.

DAVID
The Justice Society .

PROFESSOR

(shouts)

A BIG ORGY OF SUPERHEROES

They al look at her. She bows her head in
shame.

DAVID
Why do you want to start aunion?

DONNA
| got to thinkingwhat would happen if we weren't around when the world really needed
us/ Thenthey’d start to realize how much they take usfor granted.



DONNA (CONTD)
Policemen, firemen, peoplein the military—they al get asalary, right? And then, one

day, they get toretire. Right? Sowhy not start a union?

DAVID
Nah. You get that many type-A personalities together and it becomes al about whois
goingto bein charge

STEVE
| agree with you in theory, Donna, but I'm sorry, | don’t think I can help.

DONNA
Why not?

STEVE
Because...I'm dead.

DONNA
What?

PROFESSOR
What do you mean, Steve?

STEVE
| don't know if | can talk about it.

PROFESSOR

Goon, Cg. Ge it off your chest. I'm sureit will help.

STEVE
Okay. I'm Seve. And | was asuperhero.

ALL
Wecome, Steve.

STEVE
You know, I've always had it especidly difficult in thismodern age. It used to be easy:
the Nazis, the Communists—the enemy was easy to spot. But now, it’sal changed. A
few years ago, | was semi-retired and | spent my day s working out with Bucky and
discoveringthe joy of musical theatre. And then...September 11th. So, | dashed up to
DC and met with the President. He said, “1’m so gad you came, Cap. America needs
you once again.”

He starts getting emotionaly choked up.
| was so proud. Hesaid, “We need to win thiswar on terror, and | need you to lead
us—to be asymbol of America s fighting spirit once again.”



10.

Hesdutes patrioticaly .
“Yes, Sr!” Hetold methat one of the generals would brief me on the plan. Hethen
capitaized on the photo op and left.

PROFESSOR
(Shouts)
| CAN SEE YOUR PACKAGEIN THOSETIGHTS

They all look at her. Steve covers his crotch
with his*“shidd”.
Sorry. Please go on.

STEVE
S0 the generd say s tha he doesn’t know where the enemy is—no one does. But, he
wanted meto go and rally our citizens and remind them once again what the country
standsfor. So, the comics went back into production, we took photos, made posters, |
wason TV, young men and women started enlisting—it was just like the good old days.

PROFESSOR
That's great, Cap.

STEVE
A World War |1 vet stopped me on the street, looked me square in the eyes and said,
“Cep, I'm dad your back. | waswith you on the beach at Normandy. We've never
needed y ou more than we do now.” Then he saluted and introduced me to his great grand
kids. But then, things started to change.

Hestifles histears as patriotic music starts to

underscore him as he speaks.
A group of kidswroteto the publisher sayingthat they didn’t want meinvolved the
Middle East. That this“War on Terror” wasn't awar a al—that it was just abig
government propaganda campaign to distract us from the fact that the government didn’t
know what was goingon and it was all aruse to linethe pockets of government war
profiteers. They sent asigned apetition pleadingfor me not to get involved and claiming
that Patriot Act was nothing more than aninvasion of privacy and the end of individual
liberty. They said it was timefor Cap to stand up for the principles our nation has
alway s stood for.

DAVID & DONNA
Wow.

STEVE
| showed them to the publishers and the generals in DC. They said that the mail room
was swamped with similar letters—and that we had a serious problem.



11.

STEVE (CONT'D)
Someone suggested that | retire. | said there was no way the Cap could turn his back on

the country inits hour of need. They questioned my loydty, and | said, “1’m loyal only
tothedream. Inthe ‘40s, | made pledgeto uphold the dream...and as long as the dream
remains unfulfilled, | can’t desert it!” They said, “ Do it for the country.” And | said,
“Who is “the Country”?Is it the Government? No! The Government’ s supposed to be a
temporary servant; it can't beits prerogative to determinewha isright and what is
wrong, and decide who and who isn’'t apatriot. Itsfunction isto follow orders, not
orignate them. Who thenis “the country”? By God, the country isthe people! ”

DONNA
What an inspiration!

DAVID
You said it, sister.

STEVE

And then someone sad, there was only one dternative...marty rdom.
Themusic abruptly stops. They dl gasp.

DONNA
Oh, god, Seve, I'm so sorry.

DAVID
Isn't that what theterrorists wanted?

STEVE
| thought, okay . | did it before—they put me onice after thebigwar. And then when
the cold war started they thawed me out from along holiday in suspended animation.
But they said, “No, not thistime.” And “gving my life for my country would be the
ultimate sacrifice.” Sothey quickly published an issue where | was assassinated.

PROFESSOR
And that was it?

STEVE
Yep. All smoke and mirrors. No gold watch. No pension. No nothing—they staged my
funera and even buried my shield.

DAVID
Takingthe man’s shield...that’s just wrong.

DONNA
So what areyou goingto do about it?



12.

STEVE
| don’t know. America s not wha it used to be. M aybethere’ s no placefor meinit
anymore. It seemslikeonly yesterday when people were proud to be American. They
loved the stars and stripes. They were welcomed in foreign lands. But now they concedl
their identities and hide their heads in shame!

He shakes his head in disgust.

PROFESSOR
What about going public?

DAVID
Tdlingthe peoplethetruth?

DONNA
Comingout of the closet?

STEVE
And tdlingthem I'm gay ?

PROFESSOR
Wéll, tha too.

DAVID
| knew it!

STEVE

| thought about that. But they’d probably think | wasanimposter or that it was dl a
publicity stunt.

PROFESSOR

Then what are you going to do?
STEVE

| thought about going somewhere else--another country that needed me.
DONNA

Where, like Engand?
STEVE

Wédll, theredready have* Captain Britain.” And the Canadians have “ Captain Canada.”
DAVID

And “ Cgptain Cannuck.”
DONNA

And“TheMad M aple Lesf.”



13.

PROFESSOR
HEGAVEMEA “FRENCH TICKLER"!

Sheggges. They dl look at her.
Wédll, he did.

STEVE
I’m an American—so I'd have to go to some place where they speak American.

Therest snigger at Seve.
What?

DONNA
What about Australia?

STEVE
They don't spesk American in Australia—they speak GERM AN! Everybody knows
that!

DONNA
Oh, yeah, sorry.

PROFESSOR
(Shouts)
HIRE THE HANDICAPPED, THEY'RE FUN TO WATCH!

They all look at her.
| meant to say that.

STEVE
What?

PROFESSOR
Whinge, whinge, whinge. That'sal you guysdo. Look a me! I'm abald, paraplegc
woman--who hasn’t had sex in y ears--with an embarrassing case of T ourette' s syndrome.
But do you hear me complain? No. Do | mind that kids call me Professor “ Triple” X
behind my back? No. Do | mind that | was theinspiraion for one of the most popular
comic book franchisesin the last fifty years and | never got me onered cent? No. We
were born in adifferent age. We didn’t haveto competewith TV or theinternet. There
was no Japanese anime! And | know that kidstoday can creste” graphic novels” with
their home computers. | know times are tough, and with the economy theway it is, alot
of kids can’t afford comic books. But that’s not goingto stop me. You don’'t hear me
complainingthat “my clothes aretoo tight” or “1 don’t realy have any super powers” or
“my country doesn’'t need me anymore.” Instead | fight for the rights of the disabled. |
represent the underrepresented. If we superheroes don’t look out for thelittle guy, then
who will?
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PROFESSOR (CONT'D)
So on those day s when you wake up and aren't feding“wonderful” or “marvelous” or

“incredible’, just remember if you'refeeling like azero—you can still be ahero. And
even though the world may have forgotten about us, we haven't forgotten about them.
And some day, some day, they will call on us once again. And we must be ready to
answer that call...

They are stunned. David gets his quitar.

DONNA
Yeah, | guessyou'reright.

STEVE
Wel| said, professor.

DAVID

You know what guys? Sometimes, when I'm aone, and have those thoughts of doubt,
when those angry fedings start to cregp up on me, and fedl bitter and like the world has
done mewrong, | stop and sing this little song:

Hebegns to play his guitar and sings.
It’s not that easy being green;
Havingto spend each day the color of the leaves.
When | think it could be nicer beingred, or white or blue...
or something much more colorful like that.

Therest of the heroes sing backing vocals.
It’s not easy being green.
It seems you don’t blend in with so many other ord’ nary folks.
And peopletend to pass you over ‘causeyou're
M ean and have torn and shabby clothes because you tear them when you get angry and
can't afford new ones and y ou often bresk alot of things without knowingit.

But green’ s the color of Spring.

And green can be cool and friendly-like.

And green can be big like an ocean, or important like a mountain,
or tal likeatree.

When greenisall thereis to be

It could make y ou wonder why, but why wonder why ?
Wonder, | am geenandit’ll do fine, it’s beautiful!

And | think it’swhat | want to be.

PROFESSOR
Thanks, David. | guess we' vedl fdt alittle green sometimes.

DONNA
I’'mdad | cametoday.
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STEVE
Metoo. | fed better already .

PROFESSOR
o, let’ s adjourn for this week.

They al agree. And begnto leave.

STEVE
Hey, Donna. You want to go to the gy m sometime?
DONNA
M ay be.
STEVE
How about | help you get those key s out of your car?
DONNA
Thanks, Seve.
STEVE

I’m pretty handy with acoat hanger.

DONNA
Now if | could only remember where left it...

David gets his quitar and handsit to the
Professor and begnsto push her off.

PROFESSOR
Hey David, you know there's an anger management group that meets on Wednesday s.

DAVID
Yeah? | was thinking about Zen meditation or maybe even Ta Chi.

Asthey exit, we hear areprise of Superman
(It snot easy) by Five For Fighting. Fadeto
black.

END.



